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UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS

COMMUNITY COLLEGE AT BATESVILLE

The University of Arkansas Community College at 
Batesville (UACCB) has been recognized as a leader in 
education, both locally and nationally. As a major area 
employer with approximately 265 employees, UACCB 
adds $5.8 million in earnings to the local economy.  

UACCB embraces a practical approach to education 
providing a diverse offering of associate degrees and 

technical certifications, constantly adapting to the most 
in-demand career opportunities of the leading industries 
in the community and across the state. The college has 
partnerships with all major four-year institutions in the state, 
providing a seamless and accessible path to a bachelor’s 
degree through numerous transfer opportunities.  

The college recently opened a state-of-the-art workforce 
training center and plays a unique role in the region of 
providing workforce education to many in the community, 
logging over 14,000 workforce education contact training 
hours in 2021. UACCB has been recognized twice by the 
Aspen Institute College Excellence Program as one of the 
nation’s top 150 community colleges. 

 Associate degrees include Agriculture Business, 
Agriculture Technology, Business, Criminal Justice, 
Elementary Education, General Education, Health 
Professions, Pre-Engineering, Registered Nursing and 
STEM. Some of the certifications available through 
UACCB include certified nursing assistant, practical 
nursing, welding, machinist, carpentry, masonry, drywall 
installation and finishing, and cosmetology. 

 As the college plans for the future, its focus remains on 
continued community partnerships, responsive programs 
and commitment to improvement.
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Not only is Independence County a great place 
to visit, but it’s a great place to work, play, and live. 
Residents are widely known for their warm demeanor 
and welcoming attitude. 

It’s here that you are close to the best of everything 
that Arkansas has to offer. We have top-ranked school 
systems, a state-of-the-art health care system, attractive 
neighborhoods, abundant recreational and outdoor 
opportunities, shopping, dining, and a penchant for 
southern hospitality. 

Independence County is home to nearly 38,000 and 
is situated in the foothills of the famed Ozark Mountains. 
The scenic White River offers no shortage of recreational 
opportunities, but most notably is an internationally 
recognized fishing destination. 

There is plenty to do around the county in all seasons, 
but the summer months in our flourishing historic 
downtown area offer some special opportunities for fun 
things to do including festivals, parades, local flavors, 
and family entertainment. 

A strong business climate paired with a diverse 
economy, a skilled and growing workforce, and new 
construction throughout, have made Batesville and 
Independence County desirable to employers and 
employees alike. The local economy is well diversified 
among industry, agriculture and tourism.

There are a million reasons to fall in love with this 
place that we call home; we invite you to visit and see 
for yourself. You might even love it so much that you will 
want to stay!
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BATESVILLE IS LOCATED IN 
INDEPENDENCE COUNTY, AR,  
ONLY 94 MILES NORTH OF LITTLE  
ROCK & 121 MILES WEST OF MEMPHIS

First Community Bank, a locally owned and operated 
community bank, provides this 2021 economic report as 
valuable insight into the flourishing economic climate of 
Batesville and Independence County. 

Surrounded by lush natural beauty in the foothills of the 
Ozarks, Batesville offers the comforts of a small southern 
town with the vibrancy of a growing municipality. Known 
for being the oldest existing city in Arkansas, Batesville has 
earned the recognition of “Best City to Live in Arkansas” 
by USA Today. The city of Batesville, the county seat and 
largest city in Independence County, is conveniently located 
near Interstate 40 and Interstate 55 providing expedient 
access for travel. The city is positioned just 94 miles north 
of Little Rock and 121 miles west of Memphis, making it a 
regional manufacturing and distribution hub. Batesville 
and Independence County are thriving economically which 
attracts investments and creates jobs. 

Bad Boy Mowers, Inc., a nationally recognized, leading 
manufacturer of zero-turn mowers, drives innovation in their 
production facilities in Batesville. Installing and utilizing the 
latest manufacturing technology, from robots to in-house, 
proprietary manufacturing and shipping software, Bad 
Boy continually makes advances to keep up with growing 

demand. Bad Boy has also developed product lines for 
tractors, rotary cutters, push mowers and more. 

FutureFuel Chemical Company is a leading producer of 
high-quality biodiesel and manufactures products for the 
painting, carpet, agricultural, laundry and pipeline industries, 
as well as other custom specialty chemical applications. 

Since 1947, LaCroix Precision Optics has positioned itself 
as the premier manufacturer of custom precision optics. Their 
relationship-driven approach to delivering the highest quality 
optics is the cornerstone of their long-standing success. 
They take great pride in making quality optics in Batesville, 
Arkansas, that push the boundaries of technology in fields 
such as biotech, defense, and space exploration. Traditional 
and advanced CNC (computer numerical control) processing 
methods are utilized to achieve the highest level of precision 
and quality demanded by their customers while producing 
over one million optics per year.

Lifeplus International, a manufacturer and worldwide 
distributor of high-quality nutritional supplements, is also 
headquartered in Batesville. The majority of the organization’s 
products are manufactured locally. In addition to a domestic 
market, supplements are shipped for distribution in Europe 
and Asia. 

Flowers Baking Co. of Batesville, LLC is a major employer 
that provides quality baked goods to a five-state region and 
is the largest commercial bakery in Arkansas. Its territory 
reaches more than 175 sales routes, supplying a range of 
fresh baked goods to retail and foodservice customers 
including Walmart, Kroger, Burger King and Chick-fil-A. In 
2021, Flowers Baking Co of Batesville, LLC was one of only 
two companies in Arkansas to achieve the ENERGY STAR 
Challenge for Industry, reducing their energy intensity by 
over 34% in a two-year period. The ENERGY STAR Challenge 
for Industry is a global call-to-action for industrial sites to 
reduce their energy intensity by 10 percent within five years. 

Intimidator, Inc. is home to globally recognized products 
such as Spartan Mowers, Intimidator UTVs, Bad Dawg 
Accessories (after-market accessories for ATVs/UTVs), Ground 
Hog Max Disc Plow, Gourmet Guru Grills and the new eNVy 
Neighborhood Vehicle. Having over 500 employees at its 
two facilities, they are one of the largest employers in town. 
Intimidator, Inc. was named “Best Industry” of Independence 
County in 2020 by the readers of the Batesville Daily Guard.

To the south of Batesville, along the highway 167 corridor, 
you will find another commercial district. This area continues 
to experience growth and home to several area businesses 
including Mark Martin Automotive, Mark Martin Powersports, 
The Scott and Stanley Wood family of automotive dealerships, 
Independence County Off Road and the local airport.  

The Batesville Regional Airport (BVX) is a city owned, 
public-use general aviation airport located 3 miles south of 
the central business district of Batesville in Independence 
County. The airport occupies a total of 375 acres providing 
two runways, one of which is supported by multiple day and 
night instrument approaches, and another that is non-lighted. 

Independence County is very fortunate to be served by a 
strong financial base that includes seven financial institutions. 
Overall deposits for Independence County increased from 
$1,141,767 in June 2020 to $1,170,164 as of June 2021. 
First Community Bank reached assets of $2.05 billion as of 
December 31, 2021, and they hold 34.69% of market share in 
Independence County as of June 30, 2021 report. 
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WHITE RIVER 
HEALTH SYSTEM

Top right: White River Medical Center (WRMC) Interventional 
Cardiologist, Dr. Mahesh Anantha (front), with WRMC Cath Lab staff 
(left to right) Reagan Sweet, RN, Michael Bell, RN, Ashley (Mundy) 
Brown, RTR, Justin Blankenship, RTR, Clinic Lead Cath Lab, and 
Jacob Goff, RN, next to the technology used for complex coronary 
intervention procedures now being offered at WRMC.

Bottom right: Arkansas Governor Asa Hutchinson presents Gary 
Paxson, President and CEO of White River Health System with the 
Governor’s Quality Award.

WHITE RIVER MEDICAL CENTER (WRMC) IN BATESVILLE. WRMC is the flagship facility of White River Health 
System (WRHS). WRHS has facilities in 11 counties including a critical-access hospital, Stone County Medical Center, 
in Mountain View, and a satellite emergency room in Cherokee Village.

As a leading healthcare provider, community 
advocate, and leading employer in the region, 
White River Health System (WRHS) is a well-rounded 
community partner. In addition to the hospital, WRHS 
includes a number of family practice offices and 
specialty care offices in Independence County. WRHS 
has facilities in 11 communities including a critical-
access hospital in Mountain View, and a satellite 
emergency room in Cherokee Village. 

In 2021, WRHS added services to improve the 
quality of life for our patients including Inspire 
therapy for sleep apnea, and a complex intervention 

procedure for coronary artery disease. A Medical 
Detoxification Unit with private rooms was added 
to White River Medical Center (WRMC) to help 
adult patients voluntarily detoxing from prolonged 
substance or alcohol abuse. WRHS continues their 
participation in a movement to become an age-friendly 
health system and adopted a framework focused on 
the unique care needs of older adults. These services, 
as well as other initiatives and programs added 
throughout the year, are part of our commitment to 
provide quality healthcare and improve the health of 
our communities. 

Several organizations recognized WRHS’s 
commitment to quality. WRMC was recognized as a 
top 100 rural and community hospital for the fourth 
consecutive year by the Chartis Center for Rural 
Health. Additionally, WRHS received the commitment 
award, a Governor’s Quality Award designed for 
organizations demonstrating serious commitment to 
the use of quality principles to attain performance 
excellence. WRHS also received the Mission: Lifeline® 
EMS Silver Plus Achievement Award by the American 
Heart Association for implementing specific quality 
improvement measures to treat patients who suffer 
severe heart attacks.  The Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services recognized Stone County Medical 
Center as a 5-Star hospital in 2021. 

Part of the vision of WRHS is to be a place where 
employees desire to work. WRHS offers a variety of 

career opportunities from entry level to administrative. 
With more than 1,500 employees throughout 
the WRHS organization, patients may encounter 
caregivers who are familiar to them, adding a level of 
comfort that may be difficult to find in larger regions. 
Additionally, WRHS also welcomes providers and 
their families to the community who choose to make 
Independence County or surrounding areas their 
home. 

WRHS is proud to provide opportunities in a variety 
of ways to those living in our region.



THIS 2021 COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC REPORT DEMONSTRATES THE FISCAL STRENGTH OF BATESVILLE & 
INDEPENDENCE COUNTY AS IT REFLECTS OUR PROGRESS, ACHIEVEMENTS & PLANS FOR THE FUTURE. MANUFACTURING COMPANIES IN INDEPENDENCE COUNTY

NON-MANUFACTURING COMPANIES IN INDEPENDENCE COUNTY

Established in 1820, Independence County is noted for its 
beautiful scenery and rolling hills. The views are stunning and 
serve as an invitation to individuals and families to come and 
experience them. Often referred to as one of the most important 
natural resources, the charming White River makes its way through 
Independence County traveling through the Ozarks, surrounded by 
forest, rock and hillsides. The river is known best for its excellent 
trout fishing, a pastime and vital source of supply passed down for 
generations. The county’s unforgettable resources hold the promise 
of smiles and enjoyment during hiking, canoeing, kayaking, 
fishing, climbing, camping, boating, skiing or just buckling in for a 
memorable drive to enjoy the fall colors.

The combination of natural resources, industry, and tourism 
together make Batesville and Independence County a treasured 
place to call home. Main Street Batesville offers a glimpse into the 
heart of the city, showcasing a variety of unique merchants, the 
notable Melba Theater, fine and casual dining, artwork, charming 
historic homes and treasured finds within the walls of a host of 
antique shops. It is vibrant with life and indeed an attraction for all 
to see and enjoy. 

For those seeking entertainment, Independence County holds a 
variety of options. Batesville is home to the Batesville Community 
Theatre and the 100,000 square foot Batesville Community Center 
and Aquatics Park, which includes a gymnasium, walking/running 
track, state of the art fitness facility, meeting venues and indoor/
outdoor swimming pool. 

For both the avid and leisure golfer, Batesville is home to a 9-hole 
municipal golf course. The Course at Eagle Mountain, an 18 hole 
championship golf course, is appealing to both the experienced 
golfer looking for a challenge and one new to the game. Batesville 
offers a variety of recreation parks, walking trails and bike trails. 

For the racing fan, the 3/8 mile oval dirt track located only a few 
minutes from Batesville in Locust Grove is sure to meet expectation. 
This famed track is where it all began for NASCAR driver Mark Martin 
in 1974. Racing begins in March and runs through September on 
Friday nights, consisting of IMCA modifieds, street stock, hobby 
stock, factory and mini stock. 

For the off road enthusiast, The Greasy Bend Off-road Park 
located in Rosie, Arkansas, offers over 1200 acres of ATV/UTV 
venue, with a mix of mud, sand, and over 50 miles of bluffs and 
rocky trails along the White River.  

When temperatures drop and holiday bustle begins, Batesville’s 
White River Wonderland, a free annual Christmas Lights drive-
through located at Riverside Park, is a must see destination for 
anyone looking to create cherished memories. With over 2 million 
twinkling lights set to holiday tunes courtesy of a local station, a 
Ferris wheel, festive concessions and memorable photo ops, this 
magical light display is an essential addition to your Christmas 
tradition list. Guests have the option of walking through the lights 
at their leisure or taking a carriage or train ride through the display 
for a nominal fee. 

Independence County is graced with many historical structures, 
which draw guests each year. One of these gems is Spring Mill, 
located along Arkansas Highway 69, just 5 miles north of Batesville. 
First built in 1867, it is the oldest water-powered gristmill in Arkansas. 
The mill closed in the 1960s and sat idle until local resident, Michael 
Gillihan, purchased the property with the purpose of renovating 
and bringing it back to life. Tremendous renovations and additions 
to the house located behind the mill have evolved into a stunning 
gathering place for events and a popular venue for weddings.

 Quality education both strengthens and improves a community. 
Independence County is home to four extraordinary school districts; 
Batesville with 3493 students, Southside with 2300 students, Cedar 
Ridge with 622 students and Midland with 450 students.

The Batesville School District preschool’s “Parents as Teachers” 
program is a Blue Ribbon Award recipient for providing superior 
services to the children and families they support. The district is 

COMPANY NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES BUSINESS TYPE
Peco Foods Inc. 1,425 Poultry Processing
Bad Boy 1,002 Lawn Mowers/Rotary Cutters/Vehicle Accessories
Ozark Mountain Poultry 1,000 Poultry Processing
Intimidator Inc. 550 MTVs/Fireworks/Lawn Mowers
FutureFuel Chemical Co. 475 Chemicals/Alternative Fuels
Custom Craft Poultry 220 Poultry Processing
Atlas Asphalt/White River Materials 200 Asphalt/Highway Construction
Flowers Baking Co. of Batesville  182 Bread
Lifeplus International 134 Nutritional Products
LaCroix Precision Optics 101 Precision Optical Lenses
Arkansas Lime Co. 80 Lime & Limestone
TWH Enterprises LLC 37 Manufacturing & Fabricating
Midwest Lime Co. 25 Limestone 

COMPANY NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES BUSINESS TYPE
White River Health System 1,746 Health Care
White River Area Agency on Aging 600 Human Services
Batesville Public Schools 507 Education
First Community Bank 493 Financial Institution
Network of Community Options 379 Human Services
Southside Public Schools 372 Education
Walmart Supercenter 362 Retail
Arkansas State Highway Department 275 Road/Transportation
UACCB 265 Education
Independence County 222 County Services
Citizens Bank 209 Financial Institution
City of Batesville 196 City Services
Colton’s Steak House & Grill/Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburgers/Popeyes 150 Restaurant
Wood-Lawn Nursing Home 136 Health Care
Sonic Drive-In 135 Restaurant
Northcentral Arkansas Development Council 105 Development Services
Lyon College 100 Education
McDonald’s 100 Restaurant
The Home Depot 100 Building Supplies
Bill Davis Trucking/Chimney Rock Cattle 98 Transportation/Cattle
Vital Link 98 Health Care
Mountain Meadows Health & Rehab Center 90 Health Care
Access Arkansas Processing Center 83 Human Services
Wade’s Heating Air Conditioning & Electric 56 Refrigeration Service & Repair
Approve Home Medical/Caring Hands Hospice 55 Home Health Care
Wood Family Dealerships 53 New & Used Car Dealer
The River Waterfront Steak & Grill 50 Restaurant
Mark Martin Ford/Kia 45 New & Used Car Dealer
Pepsi Beverages Co. 34 Beverage
White River Planning and Development District 27 Development Services
Shawn Smith Plumbing 27 Business & Residential Plumbing Services
Kallsnick Inc. 25 Food Wholesaler
Econo-Mart Pharmacy 22 Pharmacy
Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth Ranches 19 Nonprofit
M&A Jones Construction 18 General Contractor
Bryant’s Pharmacy and Health Care Center 13 Pharmacy/Home Health Care
Wilson Wil-Sav Pharmacy 12 Pharmacy
Sav-On Pharmacy 8 Pharmacy

now a conversion charter at both their junior high and high school 
campuses allowing them to create career pathway options and 
enhance classroom-learning opportunities to all students. The 
district is a “Save the Children” school, making them eligible for 
in-kind donations allowing them to give back to their families and 
community.  

The Southside School District is an innovative leader of education 
in our area and across the state that employs approximately 300 
employees. The high school operates as a conversion charter 
school to work hand in hand with parents, students and patrons 
to make students’ “future stories” come true. The district is in the 
pre-construction phase of the fourth and final phase of the new 
high school project, consisting of  a new cafeteria/dining space, 
band facility, art room, sports arena, family and consumer science/
agriculture facility, and other career and technical spaces. 

In addition to the Batesville and Southside School Districts, 
Batesville is also home to three private schools – Montessori 
Christian Academy, Presbyterian Day School and Batesville 
Montessori School.

THE COURSE AT EAGLE MOUNTAIN
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THE PRIMARY CROPS GROWN IN INDEPENDENCE COUNTY 
ARE CORN, RICE, MILO, SOYBEANS AND WHEAT. CATTLE & 
POULTRY ARE THE MAIN LIVESTOCK RAISED IN THE AREA.
Sources: Arkansas Farm Bureau Federation and U.S. Department of Agriculture

 YEAR ALL CROPS ALL LIVESTOCK OTHER FARM INCOME TOTAL
 2017 $23,602,501 $82,281,600 $9,788,000 $115,672,101
 2018 $20,742,961 $75,141,600 $9,788,000 $105,672,561
 2019 $20,083,448 $58,396,600 $9,788,000 $88,268,048
 2020 $27,245,551 $58,879,100 $9,810,000 $95,934,651
                      Sources: Arkansas Farm Bureau Federation and U.S. Department of Agriculture

2021 PINE  HARDWOOD
INDEPENDENCE COUNTY 95,247 17,126
ARKANSAS 18,713,993 21,462,677
Source: Arkansas Forestry Commission

TYPE OF VEHICLE 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
PERSONAL VEHICLES 36,630 43,521 43,872 44,352 76,453
Source: Department of Finance and Administration

 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
BATESVILLE 8,263 9,187 9,445 10,248 10,706
INDEPENDENCE COUNTY 30,147 31,192 34,233 36,647 37,825
Source: Arkansas Department of Economic Development

 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
ARKANSAS 3.7% 3.6% 3.5% 6.1% 4.0%
INDEPENDENCE COUNTY 4.3% 4.0% 4.0% 5.8% 3.9%
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

COUNTY  2017 2018 2019 2020
INDEPENDENCE $33,558 $35,086 $36,476 $38,266
SHARP  $31,610 $32,012 $34,403 $35,612
CLEBURNE  $36,358 $38,307 $38,942 $41,656
WHITE  $33,881 $35,445 $37,082 $39,598
LONOKE  $37,686 $38,764 $40,749 $43,537
IZARD  $28,838 $30,608 $30,923 $32,606
CRITTENDEN $36,589 $36,978 $39,041 $41,474
PULASKI  $48,838 $51,185 $51,927 $55,563
CRAIGHEAD  $35,963 $37,531 $38,669 $40,728
WASHINGTON $38,883 $40,247 $41,643 $43,817
JEFFERSON  $33,796 $35,356 $36,586 $39,443
POINSETT  $30,758 $32,315 $35,558 $37,307
Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis

  2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
TOTAL RETAIL SALES $565 $591 $611 $667 $669 
 (IN MILLIONS)
Source: Independence County Treasurer’s Office

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

TIMBER REMOVAL BY TONS

VEHICLES REGISTERED IN INDEPENDENCE COUNTY

PER CAPITA INCOME IN ARKANSAS

RETAIL SALES FOR INDEPENDENCE COUNTY

CROPS, CATTLE & POULTRY

POPULATION

According to the Association of Arkansas Counties, agriculture is the 
economic base of the county, primarily in cattle and poultry production 
and processing. Two poultry operations in Batesville are a part of 
companies ranking third and fourth in the state of Arkansas based on the 
number of employees. 

Ozark Mountain Poultry, a subsidiary of Georges Inc. based out of 
Springdale, is a privately held, fourth generation, family-owned poultry 
company. OMP employs approximately 1,000 Batesville-area employees. 
George’s Inc. acquired OMP in 2018 in order to offer consumers affordable 
antibiotic-free and non-GMO poultry products, and the Batesville complex 
proudly produces over 5 million pounds of each every year.

Peco Foods is the eighth largest poultry producer in the United States 
and is ranked in the top five poultry companies operating in Arkansas. 
Peco employs 1,211 employees at the Batesville and Newark facilities 
in Independence County. The company produces approximately 36.5 
million ready-to-cook pounds of chicken per week.

Custom Craft Poultry purchased Batesville Cold Storage in October 
2021. They specialize in custom processing that other larger plants do not 
do, making them a go-to source for retail and restaurant products. They 
use a blend of hand and machine processes. 

WHITE RIVER WONDERLAND - PHOTO BY KRIS CARAWAY



INFLATION

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT

BUILDING PERMITS BANKING DEPOSITS

$22,993
$20,934
$21,429

$20,500
$19,485 

Source: National Income and Product Account Table,  
Bureau of Economic Analysis (www.bea.gov)

2017
2018
2019
2020
2021

YEAR    NATIONAL GDP (IN BILLIONS) 

IN INDEPENDENCE COUNTY 

YEAR  DEPOSITS
2015  $815,032,000
2016  $834,260,000
2017  $877,464,000
2018  $919,496,000
2019  $987,741,000
2020  $1,141,767,000
2021  $1,170,164,000
Source: FDIC as of June 30 of each year   

2017
2018
2019
2020
2021 4.70%

1.40%
1.76%

2.44%
2.13%

Source: First Community Financial Services  

YEAR    INFLATION

MAXFIELD PARK

INDEPENDENCE COUNTY LIBRARY

NATIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT

2017
2018
2019
2020
2021 5.30%

8.10%
3.70%
3.90%

4.40%

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. Local Area Unemployment  
Statistics (LAUS), Bureau of the Census, 2010 Census of Population

YEAR    UNEMPLOYMENT

Along with the variety of parks and recreation 
options is the privately owned sport crag located 
just minutes from Batesville known as Jamestown 
Crag. Jamestown Crag is one the largest and 
most exposed areas of Atoka sandstone in the 
region, making it the best sport climbing rock in 
northeast Arkansas. 

Maxfield Park is located in historic downtown 
Batesville. The half-acre park features an overlook 
which provides a great view of Poke Bayou, playground 
equipment, sculptural artwork, a waterfall, and public 
restrooms. The stage is often used for live music.

JAMESTOWN
CRAG

MAXFIELD PARK

DANNY DOZIER PLAYING IN MAXFIELD PARK

IN BATESVILLE 

TYPE OF PERMIT 2021
SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 9
RESIDENTIAL REMODEL/ADDITION 75
MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 1
NON-RESIDENTIAL 97
SIGN PERMITS 12
DEMOLITION 2
OTHER PERMITS 225
VALUE OF ALL PERMITS $16,459,462.80
Source: Batesville Code Enforcement Officer   



TRAVEL-GENERATED JOBS

COUNTY TAX RECEIPTS

TRAVEL-GENERATED PAYROLL

STATE TAX RECEIPTS

TOTAL TRAVEL EXPENDITURES

Source: Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism

526

500
556

527
504

$1,103
$1,128

$990
$986

$887

$3,350
$3,472

$2,780
$3,010

$2,708

IN THOUSANDSIN THOUSANDS

$12,300
$8,890

$8,700
$9,941

$8,932

IN THOUSANDS

 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
INDEPENDENCE COUNTY $45,495,774 $50,611,434 $44,330,000 $45,410,000 $52,000,000

INDEPENDENCE COUNTY

FOR TOURISM IN INDEPENDENCE COUNTY

INDEPENDENCE COUNTY

FOR TOURISM IN INDEPENDENCE COUNTY

2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

LYON COLLEGE

Lyon College is the oldest college in Arkansas with its 
original charter. A private, liberal arts college affiliated 
with the Presbyterian Church, Lyon offers a challenging 
curriculum for its students and prepares graduates for life.

 Approximately 600 students from over 32 states and 

18 countries attend Lyon. They can tailor their education, 
selecting from 21 majors as well as pre-professional and 
individualized options. About 22% of students are the first 
in their family to attend college, and nearly 35% come 
from low-income families. 

 Lyon opened its doors in 1872 and continues to 
expand the opportunities available to its students well into 
the 21st century.

 The new exercise science program, for example, 
addresses the needs of one of the fastest-growing career 
fields, offering both a healthcare track and a fitness and 
wellness track. Additionally, the new communications 
program added in 2021, will prepare students for a 
variety of careers in journalism, business, public relations, 
marketing, news broadcasting, public administration, 
politics and more. The college also added an Army 
Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) program and 
Military Science and Leadership concentration in 2019, 
giving students access to new scholarships and careers.

 Students can even bring a familiar face to campus 
because Lyon is the first college in Arkansas to offer pet-
friendly housing. 

LYON BUSINESS & ECONOMICS BUILDING

BATESVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER & AQUATICS PARK
PHOTO BY DR. JOHN HARRIS

SARA LOW MEMORIAL DOG PARK


